Readings December 3", 2017 Advent 1 Advent Lessons and Carols

Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors
when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they
broke, though | was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that | will make with
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write
it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach
one another, or say to each other, ‘Know the LORD’, for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the LORD; for | will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no
more.

Isaiah 7:13-15

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol
or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, | will not ask, and | will not put the LORD to the test.  Then
Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary
my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with
child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the
time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.

Isaiah 65: 17-25

For | am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be
remembered or come to mind. But be glad and rejoice for ever in what | am creating; for | am
about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. | will rejoice in Jerusalem, and
delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress.
No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not
live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who
falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.

They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of
a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
They shall not labour in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by
the LORD—and their descendants as well.

Before they call | will answer, while they are yet speaking | will hear.

The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—
its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the LORD.

Micah 5:2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah,from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old,from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labour has brought forth; then



the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of
the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth;

Mark 13:24-27;32-37

Jesus said ‘But in those days, after suffering,the sun will be darkened,and the moon will not
give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven,and the powers in the heavens will be
shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then
he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth
to the ends of heaven.

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work,
and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or
at dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what | say to you | say
to all: Keep awake.’



